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Boston University
Let’s Make a Zine 
Workshop
+ learn about author’s rights, copyright and fair useBU Open Access Week 2016
What is and isn’t a zine?
Brief Zine 
History
1920s sci-fi fanzine “The Comet”
1960s rock-n-roll / comix / activism
1970s punk rock / queer zines
1980s birth of Kinkos and meta-zines 
1990s riot grrl / cyberpunk / ezines
Zines became a voice for marginalized 
communities to make connections & 
foster communities of practice.
Are zines 
open access?
https://brokenbeautifuldowloads.files.wordpress.com/2007/04/survivor-support.pdf
Openly available and 
open for reuse.
Source: 
http://zinelibraries.info/code-of-ethics/
Author’s Rights & 
Copyright*
* I am not a lawyer so this should not be taken as legal advice. See copyright.gov
Copyright 
Spectrum 
(including Creative Commons Licenses)
}
}
}
Adapted from: http://ovtoaster.com/copyright-copyleft-y-creative-commons/
Can I use zines in my research?
Let’s talk about Fair Use + Permission*
* I am not a lawyer so this should not be taken as legal advice
Make Your Own       
One-Sheet Zine
Reused w/ permission from Liz Prince: lizprincepower.com
Local Zine 
Resources 
Papercut Zine Library in Somerville: 
papercutzinelibrary.org
Simmons Zine Collection: 
simmons.libguides.com/zines
Hampshire College Zine Collection: 
sites.hampshire.edu/zines
Schlesinger Library, Harvard
guides.library.harvard.edu/schlesinger_zines
Photograph: Papercut Zine Library
Some Online Zine Resources
Small Science Collective
Queer Zine Archive Project
P.O.C Zine Collective
Broken Beautiful Press (downloads)
ZineWiki
...and too many to list here...
Workshop Activity _ 
Lets Make a Zine 
Together
1) During the rest of the workshop 
we will work on a zine about: 
what Open Access means to you.
2) Grab a piece of paper, some art 
supplies and get creative!
3) Hand-in to Eleni Castro, OpenBU 
Librarian, who will make 
available in OpenBU          
(BU’s institutional repository)     
--> open.bu.edu
4) Include your contact info on the  
other side of the paper if you 
would like to be notified when 
it’s available.
Post-workshop contact info: Eleni Castro <elenic@bu.edu> 
